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highly abstract argument in support of or against a proposition.
Akbar preferred to spend his time out of doors, hunting, hawk-
ing or just observing the miracles that nature has wrought on the
face of the earth. Animals fascinated him, especially the camel
and the elephant. Abul Fazl has recorded the names of many a
famous elephant whom he daily fed personally on costly prepara-
tions to improve their strength and stamina. Often he drove mast
elephants plied liberally with strong alcoholic drinks. Experienced
mahouts feared to take such liberties as the youthful Emperor
used to take with these drunken beasts; he would climb to their
necks via the trunk, race them through jungles infested with lions
and tigers, prod them to swim through swollen rivers, and engage
them in fights which, according to Abul Fazl, bore the appear-
ance of Olympian death-grapples. There was no fear in Akbar's
heart. Once when the mahout of an elephant on the verge of
defeat at the hands of a beast he himself was driving was thrown
to the ground, Akbar did the daring act of jumping on to the neck
of the riderless animal, and succeeded in rescuing it from a hope-
less position. Both the elephants fled the arena, doing consider-
able damage to life and property. Akbar escaped unhurt, much
to the relief of a wide-eyed, breathless crowd of spectators-
It was In the course of a stampede following an inconclusive
fight between Akbar's Faujdar and Bairam Khan's Zorawar that
a supervisor of the Khan's household was trampled underfoot by
the former. The Khan-i-Khanan was so enraged at this incident
that he sentenced to death the driver of Akbar's elephant. The
verdict shocked the Emperor. Four days he grieved at the injustice
done to his favourite mahout, and openly defied the Khan in
granting liberal financial assistance to the distressed family.
On another occasion, the Khan ordered a mahout of Akbar to
be publicly given fifteen lashes of the whip. This was perhaps ther
last of many acts of indiscretion committed by the Khan that led
Akbar to make up his mind to take the reins of Government in
his own hands.
Meanwhile, a scandal regarding the unnatural love of Khan-i~
ZamanAli Quli* for Shaham, the handsome son of a camel driver,
* AH Quli, ashi'ite Muslim, was appointed Governor of Qandhar by Bairam
Khan following his decision to join Humayun's expeditionary force for
the recapture of Hindustan. In the terms of the treaty with Shah Tahmasp;